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Dear Mr. Chairman,
Thank you for allowing us once more to express our views.

As mentioned before, the ICC embodies businesses from all over the world, comprising developed, emerging, developing and least developed countries. 

Business worldwide is interested in development everywhere and business believes that intellectual property is one of the instruments to achieve such goal.

Developing countries and LDC’s have in the meantime joined TRIPs, modernized their IP laws and IP offices, but now in many cases lack local users of these instruments.

Effective action is therefore necessary to help these countries to close this gap.

Korea, about 30 years ago, invested heavily in education and nowadays has reached a high level of industrial and technological development, where local innovators are filing over 100,000 patent applications 

Yesterday’s ICC panel (and we thank WIPO for having allowed us to hold it in their premises) has shown examples on how through practical assistance, innovative products in these countries can be identified, protected through intellectual property and be commercialized locally and abroad.

Consequently, ICC hopes that this session concludes successfully its mandate so that actions may take place as soon as possible and allow developing countries and LDC’s to make proper use of intellectual property for their development. 
